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Dear Supply Chain Partner,

Adidas Group, Benetton Group S.p.A, C&A, Esprit, Gap Inc., G-Star Raw, H&M, Inditex, Jack Wolfskin,
Levis Strauss & Co., L Brands, Li Ning, M&S, New Balance Athletic Shoe, Inc., NIKE, Inc., Puma SE and
PVH Corp are committed to leading the apparel and footwear industry towards zero discharge of
hazardous chemicals in our supply chains by 2020. Our Joint Roadmap toward Zero Discharge of
Hazardous Chemicals Version 2 (June 2013) includes specific actions to address the discharge of
alkylphenol ethoxylates (APE or APEO) from our industry.

APEOs are a class of chemical substances and include nonylphenol ethoxylates (NPE or NPEOs) and
octylphenol ethoxylates (OPE or OPEOs). APEOs are non-ionic surfactants commonly used as
ingredients in chemical preparations such as detergents, degreasers, scouring agents, wetting agents
dyes, printing pastes, and spinning oils.

How can you help move us towards zero discharge of APEOs?

1. If you are performing cut and sew operations please pass this along to your material suppliers
and dye-houses.

2. If you are using chemical formulations ask suppliers if the chemical preparations you currently
use for apparel or footwear production or general cleaning are APEO-freel.

3. If you are using chemical preparations that are not APEO-free, look for APEQO-free alternatives.
There are many ways you can find replacements including (but not limited to):

- Contacting your current chemical supplier and asking for APEO-free formulations.

- Using the CleanGredients® database for surfactants to find substitutions for APEO surfactants
used in detergents, http://www.cleangredients.org/home.

- Using products and processes reviewed under the bluesign® process and listed on the

= bluesign® bluefinder, http://www.bluesign.com/index.php?id=115.

~  Using chemicals that meet the Global Organic Textiles Standard (GOTS).
= Using chemical preparations certified under the OEKO-TEX® Eco-Passport system.

- Using US EPA Design for Environment (DfE) program list of alternatives to
APEOs http://www.epa.gov/dfe/pubs/projects/npe/index.htm

Regardless of the certifications, ask your chemical supplier to confirm that ALL products are
APEO-free.

Achieving the goal of zero discharge is a complex challenge — one that our brand collaboration cannot
solve alone and we appreciate your effort to find to APEO-free chemical preparations for your
production processes.

Best Regards,
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Information on Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDSs) may not be sufficient to ensure that
preparations are APEO free. Please ask your chemical supplier to confirm that APEOs are not
present.



